THE   DOME   AND    ITS

DEPENDENT   ROOMS

IV,   VIII,   XI,   XVI

THIS central section of the East Wing, formed by
the Dome and its dependent rooms, is devoted to
the larger altarpieces of the Italian School. The archi-
tecture of these rooms is ecclesiastical in character and
was designed especially to suggest the settings for which
this type of picture was intended.

ROOM   IV

contains the rarest treasure of the section dominated by
the Dome in the great altarpiece of the Coronation
of the Virgin (No. 569) by the Florentine ANDREA
ORCAGNA (1308?-!368)* Most of the men of Flor-
ence were versatile in talent and for a painter to com-
bine pictorial art with that of sculpture was by no means
rare. Orcagna, however, was the complete craftsman,
for not only was he skilled in sculpture and painting
but was noted also as an architect and goldsmith.
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